Introduction
Children 1 are among those most negatively affected by conflict related disasters.
2 Some are the direct victims of shootings, landmines and bombardment. Some witness the killing of family and friends. Many more suffer displacement, lose their homes and access to schooling and are deprived of food and health care. The vulnerability of children, rather than marking them out for protection, all too frequently makes them a target for abduction, trafficking, sexual violence and unlawful recruitment as child soldiers. 3 The numbers involved are staggering. In the last decade, it is estimated that more than 2 million children died as a direct result of armed conflict, more than 6 million have been permanently disabled or seriously injured, and more than 1 million have been orphaned or separated from their families. 4 As of 2013, one billion children were living in conflict-affected countries. Seven million children were refugees and up to 13 million were internally displaced. 28.5 million conflict-affected children were out of primary education and there were 250,000 child soldiers. 5 realisation of children's rights. The chapter conceptualizes transitional justice as one means of building sustainable peace in post-conflict states, making it an important element of durable solution promotion in conflict-related disaster contexts. Within this, children play a vital role as they will ultimately become responsible for the implementation of policies and practices that will ensure, or indeed risk, long term peace and stability. It is therefore essential that they are a principal focus of postconflict transitional justice mechanisms.
The chapter begins by considering the international legal frameworks that ensure the rights of children in post-conflict settings and the corresponding obligations of states. It will explore the relationship between transitional justice and international disaster response/relief law, demonstrating their complementary aims and objectives, and examine the role of children in post-conflict disaster contexts. It will then move to analyse the involvement of children and the protection and promotion of their rights within transitional justice practice to date. The chapter will argue that if transitional justice mechanisms are to fulfill their potential and make a meaningful contribution to building resilience to future conflict related disasters, they must adopt and integrate a rights-based approach to children, ensure their participation in learning the lessons of the past, and reflect their needs and interests in post-conflict settlements.
The Legal Protection of Children in Post-Conflict Disaster Contexts
The extent to which international disaster response/relief principles are considered to apply to humanitarian emergencies arising from conflict is contested. only that the articles "do not apply to situations to which the rules of international humanitarian law are applicable". 12 They therefore allow for emergencies flowing from conflict to be encompassed within IDRL where appropriate. 13 This chapter adopts the approach and reasoning of the ILC in this respect, rationalizing that to exclude the applicability of the draft articles to complex emergencies because of the coexistence of an armed conflict is to undermine the principle of protection of persons in the event of a disaster. 14 It considers conflict situations and their consequences to fall within the ambit of IDRL. There is, therefore, a wealth of hard and soft law aimed at the protection of children and ensuring their rights in post-conflict disaster contexts. The remainder of this chapter examines the mechanisms designed to respond to violations of children's rights and the contribution these can make to the reconstruction and long-term stability of post-conflict states.
The Relationship between Transitional Justice and International Disaster Response
As discussed, the focus of this Chapter is on the recovery and restoration phase of IDRL, 72 defined as 'the restoration, and improvement where appropriate, of facilities, livelihoods and living conditions of disaster-affected communities, including efforts to reduce disaster risk factors". 73 In recent years, the UN has consistently drawn attention to the need for a long-term focus in disaster relief, stressing the connection between rehabilitation and development and calling for assistance to be provided in a way that will be supportive of long term recovery.
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Where that recovery is from conflict, it has been recognized that a comprehensive approach is needed and that all efforts, including those aimed at political stabilization and peace building, 75 There is, therefore, a complex relationship between disaster recovery, peace building and development in post conflict contexts. It is within this complicated set of connections that transitional justice becomes relevant to the IDRL framework.
Transitional justice is concerned with the strategies employed to deal with past human rights abuses in countries moving from conflict or repressive regime to democratic rule in order to ensure accountability, serve justice and achieve reconciliation". 
Children in Transitional Justice Practice
It is clear from the foregoing that alongside the development of legal regimes that aim at the realization of children's rights, a more sophisticated understanding of the importance of children within post-conflict disasters is emerging. Yet work remains to be done in practice if the potential of transitional justice initiatives is to be realized as a means of post-conflict reconstruction for children. The following sections examine the efforts undertaken to implement obligations relating to children across transitional justice practice.
Prosecutions
Prosecution remains a key response to the commission of serious human rights violations. Criminal justice is considered essential to provide redress, assist with for children as for adult populations. Yet despite their frequently widespread and egregious nature, violations of children's rights have historically seen relatively little acknowledgement within international courts and tribunals. Crimes against children attracted some condemnation at the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials 121 and were treated as aggravating factors in sentencing at the ad hoc tribunals. 122 It was not until the creation of the Special Court for Sierra Leone that violations suffered by children received meaningful attention when Court became the first to prosecute and convict 123 for the crime of conscripting or enlisting children under 15 into armed forces or groups or using them to participate actively in hostilities. 124 The Special Court also prosecuted sexual crimes committed against girls forcibly taken as "bush wives"
under the category of "other inhumane acts" 125 constituting crimes against humanity. 126 This trend has continued at the ICC, where the Court's first trial concerned the war crime of using child soldiers in the DRC. 127 The ICC has spent considerable energy on crimes related child soldiers during its early years, listing them in seven of the first twelve indictments. 128 Sexual offences against girls have also been charged. 129 However, at the national level less has been achieved, with very few successful prosecutions.
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While the problem of child soldiering is undoubtedly serious, it represents only a fraction of the violations suffered by children during conflict. It might therefore be argued that there is currently something of an over focus on children who soldier, with the result that only a small percentage of children experience criminal justice for the crimes committed against them. Commentators have called for more systematic investigation of the extent to which children are victimized by serious international crimes and prosecution of the full extent of the crimes committed against them. 131 At the same time, attention has been drawn to the need for criminal justice systems to take active measures to be more accessible to children. Studies show that children and their parents often lack confidence in courts and may avoid them due to security concerns or in order to avoid public scandal, particularly in cases of sexual violence. 132 It is also essential that where children are involved in criminal proceedings as victims or witnesses child friendly procedures are adopted in order to ensure the right to participation while minimizing distress and preventing retraumatization.
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The scope and modalities of prosecuting crimes against children must therefore be strengthened if children are to experience a sense of justice and the betrayal many feel towards adults who exploited and abused them is to be remedied.
Only if prosecution is inclusive of all child experiences can it serve effectively as a means of building resilience in post-conflict disaster contexts. 134 Nevertheless, the violations which are perhaps most widely experienced by children during and post conflict, such as deprivation of food and lack of sanitation, adequate housing, health care and education, are of an economic and social nature, and these violations will not be the subject of international prosecutions.
Truth Commissions
Truth commissions 135 are also considered an important element of transitional justice. Although their primary purpose is to compile a historical record, their focus on victims and generation of public discussion on accountability and social reform can build capacity for active citizenship and democratic process. Their use of the historical record to inform the development of recommendations for reform can make a valuable contribution to strengthening the rule of law and, therefore, to building resilience in post conflict states. 136 As well as possessing a right to be considered and 134 Transitional justice programmes must also consider how best to deal with children who have committed serious crimes during conflict. See Aptel (n 121) 98-107 and David Nosworthy, 'Children and Security Sector Governance', in Schnabel (n 6) 133-154. Corps. 147 The Sierra Leonean TRC documented a culture of physical and sexual violence against children during the civil war and as a remedy recommended prohibition of the corporal punishment of children and the introduction of peace studies in school curricula. 148 In Liberia, the Commission uncovered serious violations of children's civil, political, economic and social rights, 149 leading it to call for the passing of a comprehensive child-friendly legal framework and an Act imposing responsibility for monitoring its implementation upon the National Human Rights Commission. 150 Many commissions have called for educational sector reform and curriculum revision, viewing it as a means of addressing the legacies of conflict and inculcating a human rights culture. 151 Lack of political will, minimal resources and limited institutional capacity have frequently made implementation challenging in post-conflict contexts. 152 It is easy for governments to overlook recommendations relating to children as they are a frequently disenfranchised group. It has therefore been suggested that in order to maximize the potential impact of truth commission recommendations and enhance the likelihood of their implementation, commissions should frame their recommendations in "rights" language, especially where these recommendations have an economic and social dimension. 153 This turns economic needs into a state obligation, rather than a gesture of charity, and provides civil society, to whom lobbying for implementation often falls, with a more powerful platform from which to argue for reform and investment. By engaging with economic and social rights as such, truth commissions can additionally complement the right to development, which in turn can act as a method of enhancing resilience to future conflict related disasters.
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Reparations
A further transitional justice mechanism with a role to play in addressing the violations of the past and charting a way forward to a peaceful future is reparations.
Under international law, victims of gross human rights violations, including child victims, have a right to reparation. 155 In post-conflict contexts, reparations are important. They acknowledge the violations committed against victims, seek to establish their equal citizenship within society and aim to rebuild trust among citizens and between citizens and public institutions. 156 They do so by demonstrating that past abuses are taken seriously and that the government is committed to making a contribution to the survivors' quality of life. 157 In relation to children, they serve an important function in signaling that past modes of operation will not be tolerated and help children to understand their place in a society based on rights, rather than violence. 158 Yet as with other transitional justice mechanisms, reparations packages have, to date, been inconsistent in their acknowledgement of violations against children, focusing either on victims against parents which indirectly impact children or on a narrow range of particular violations committed against children. 159 Overlooking children as a group fails to acknowledge their capacity as political actors and agents and their status as rights holders, as well as their significance in building resilience to future conflict.
Future reparations packages should be informed by a broad consideration of the nature of the violations committed and the consequences that flow from them, undertaken in consultation with children themselves. 160 Reparations might be material and include financial compensation and service packages including access to health care and psychological support, access to education and training and the provision of housing. They may also be symbolic and focus on the provision of public apologies, the erection of memorials and monuments, or the creation of learning centres and museums. 161 To be most effective, it is believed that reparations should have both symbolic and material elements. 162 Eligibility should be neither so broad that it fails to recognise those most affected by the most serious crimes, nor so narrow that the majority are excluded. 163 While post-conflict states are admittedly resource constrained, funding for reparations for children should be a government priority and should not be treated as a substitute for adequate state services, which are the right of all children. 164 Reparations schemes must additionally be accompanied by effective outreach programmes so that all those eligible are informed and able to apply. 165 If invested in properly, reparations programmes have the potential to make a positive long-term impact and equip children with the resources and support needed to move forward to a productive life. They can therefore assist in laying the conditions for a peaceful future, contribute to reconstructing post conflict states and building resilience to future conflicts.
Institutional Reform
The final component of transitional justice is institutional reform, which involves reviewing and restructuring state institutions so that they are accountable, operate in accordance with and preserve the rule of law and respect human rights. is particularly significant for children. Despite this, studies show that many former child combatants do no go through any sort of disarmament, demobilization and reintegration scheme and where they do, the focus is typically on demobilization and disarmament, with inadequate provision for reintegration. 169 Girl soldiers are frequently marginalized because they are viewed as less of a security threat than male combatants. They are also more likely to self-demobilize in order to avoid social stigma when they return to their communities or to avoid sexual violence in male dominated demobilization camps. 170 Research indicates, however, that where children do participate in rehabilitative programmes, it aids their recovery, 171 suggesting that disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programmes should be a priority in post-conflict states if the possibilities for recovery and a peaceful future are to be realized. Like other aspects of transitional justice, progress must be made on postconflict institutional reform for children if the best prospects for building resilience and avoiding return to conflict are to be realized.
Conclusion
At present, there is no legal regime dedicated to the protection and promotion of children's rights in disasters. Yet, in the context of post-conflict disasters perhaps there should not be a rush to create more law but to focus instead on utilizing and strengthening existing legal frameworks and mechanisms in order to realise their full potential. There is a wealth of international law that aims to protect children during conflict, to ensure their rights to redress for past violations and to promote their rights in post-conflict contexts. It is essential that these standards are adhered to, not only because international law demands it, but because if post-conflict states are to stand the best chances of reconstruction and reconciliation, and resilience to conflict is to be built, the needs, rights and interests of children, as the next generation, must be prioritized.
Transitional justice, based on international human rights norms, can make an important contribution to reconstruction and resilience building in post-conflict 177 For an overview see Children and Truth Commissions (n 137) 61-3.
disaster contexts. Its mechanisms of truth, justice, reparation and reform can provide accountability for the violations for the past, inform the way forward and lay the foundations for a future based on respect for human rights and the rule of law. While there has been some progress on integrating children within these mechanisms, much work remains to be done to ensure a systematic consideration and inclusion of children throughout all transitional justice processes, as well as on mustering the political will necessary to fulfil recommendations.
Alongside the mainstreaming of children's rights within transitional processes, there must be recognition and acknowledgement that the fulfillment of economic and social rights is an essential component of recovery from conflict and of building resilience to future conflict related disasters. Without the creation of state institutions that protect and promote children's rights, provide them with access to health care and deliver education for all, the prospects of creating a generation of children equipped to function as the leaders of the future and build states founded on democracy, respect for the rule of law and social justice and therefore resilient to future conflict will not be realized.
